With this issue of the Journal of Human Hypertension (JHH), I step down as Editor-in-Chief. I am quite happy that Michael Stowasser, a long-term Associate Editor of JHH and an accomplished investigator and well-respected hypertension expert has agreed to take my place as Editor. In his hands, I am confident that JHH will continue to thrive and serve as an important outlet for high-quality original scientific studies, review articles and editorial commentaries related to hypertension and vascular disease.
My term as Editor has been an illuminating and a deeply rewarding experience. I want to thank the staff at Nature Publishing for their assistance and oversight in helping the editorial staff in assembling the issues each month, but especially, in motivating us, the editors, in thinking and planning for the long-term growth of the journal. As Editor, it is sometimes difficult not to become overly distracted by the day-to-day necessities related to production, so I very much appreciate the experience and expertise my Nature colleagues provided in highlighting the responsibility and opportunity we had to move forward as a peer-reviewed journal.
I also want to thank my Associate Editors, Michael Stowasser, Sunil Nadar and Heitor Moreno. They have been invaluable in identifying and then selecting for publication the highest quality papers from the many that are submitted to JHH every year. Their expertise and professionalism has been an integral part of the high level of success that we were able to achieve over the past 3 years. Relatedly, I also want to thank our Editorial Board for their guidance and help in both submitting their own papers to JHH and in providing high-level scientific reviews of other authors' papers. Their insightful comments and suggestions have been pivotal in not only identifying important submissions, but in improving those submissions once recommended as being appropriate for publication.
I want to especially thank many scientists that support JHH both as authors of submitted papers and as peer reviewers. In being so intimately involved in the peer-review process from start to finish, I realize especially now how indebted we are as editors to our scientific colleagues in maintaining the scientific integrity of the journal and in moving scientific research forward. It has been quite refreshing to experience first hand the importance most scientists obviously place in the peer-review process not only in improving their own submissions but also in helping improve the scientific level of other authors' submissions. I learned to appreciate that the submission process is not just to determine acceptance or rejection, but is an opportunity to improve one's papers, both accepted and rejected, by paying close attention to the comments and suggestions provided by reviewers. I know JHH has especially relied on this process during my tenure as Editor for that I thank the scientists who served the journal in these dual capacities.
As a true Boy Scout, I hope I am leaving JHH as Editor having contributed to its continued improvement. We have seen a progressive increase in the number of submissions to the Journal over the last several years, with more than 375 having been submitted in 2014. Our impact factor did slip slightly from 2.8 in 2012 to 2.7 in 2013, but given the high quality of the papers we continue to receive and accept for publication, I am confident that this represents only a temporary set back and that we will see further increase in our impact going forward.
As Editor, it has been especially rewarding to me to have been able to encourage submissions from young investigators from many parts of the world that are emerging as important research communities. We have received and published high quality papers from the Middle East, South East Asia and Central and South America that I hope have helped advance not only the careers of the scientists who authored these individual papers, but also helped nurture the scientific community from which those papers originated.
In closing, I want to again thank many people who have helped me during my 3 years as Editor-in-Chief. I know the experience has made me a better person and scientist and I hope the Journal has likewise benefited. In Michael's hands, I am confident the Journal will continue to have an important and growing role in advancing the diagnosis and treatment of hypertension.
